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4 & THE INFIDEL'S CONFESSION. 
that their vouls aro fumizbing whils their bodies aro nou 


ished ?-- . 
: «1 will montion but) ons-mre.comaideration; and-that « 
inedfulald ail ons. You raust meet your Ki Iu pan 


dnctoli towns thin. Should they, 
total neglect to instruct them tn 
dreadful hell, will they not shnek out thas heart-rending 
— with hornd 1a81 by open torr leerbareh 
this dreadful place—yo bear rin map rg 
a glorious rehef by Jesus Christ—and must I be in this 
worry wy O unhappy, that you was ever made 
an instrument of my enictonns "3 Mow;-will you come to 
the loving Saviour, and bring your whole families with you ? 
, There is bread enough in our Father's house. I pray God 
that he will in great mercy be pleased to open your eyes, to 
discern wondrous things in that law which you have re» 
jected, atets jraxaryenepees Aralans: Saviour whom you 
have disown 


.. »The above REO 5-1-4508 was exhibited, Lord's day, 
April 14, 1799; to a numerous audience. Many of them 
were much affected, and most of the infidels alluded to were 
also-present. The author of the communication says, that 
being at meeting on the Lord's day, hearing the names of 
ten persons called, who were propounded to join the church, 
his mind was eirich; with the eutting illoa, thet wareyiannd 
geparation was about to take place between people of the 
8ame-congregation, neighborhood, and family. And as there 
was room enough, he could see nothing to hinder him from 
coming to Christ too, but his own unwilli These 
were | about the first of his , His convictions 
a, 6nd increazed for 6" number of weeks, until he 
TO! -as he confessed, to see' his ns a 
while oppozed to God, and the way of salvation by-a. 
oiowednnd Gn that Qlaiatwins the was; the 7 
the life,” and condially, as ho hopes, to aocopt of hin 
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TI TTLY SABBATH, 


BY. S. 8. SCHMUCKER, D, D, 


FzrLow-Crrzens—We address you as those whom the 
Creator has inyested with the power of moral agents, and to 
whom he has granted free institutions; as those, on whom 
be has devolved the high but arduous duty of self-govern- 
ment. _ No despot controls our eivil interests : no bigot has 
power to infringe our rights of conscience. We are as yet 
8ecure in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
temporal . happiness, under the progressive lights of reason 
and science ; and in the prosccution of our higher, our 
immortal interests, according to the dictates of our own 
consciences, none daring to molest us or make us afraid. 
Both these interests, however, need to be guarded against 
dangerous enemies, and both are materially affected by the 
institution to which we now invite your 'serious attention. 
We therefore need no apology for Ry you. on a 
8ubject of the CurIsTIaN SAaBBATH. 
\- The word of God, we believe, inculcates the divide obli- 
gation to consecr..te one day in even to rest from gecular toil, 
and fo exercises of religious devotion. This was enacted 
at the end of the creative week, for reazons equally appli- 
cable to all nations and' all generations : * Because in ix 
days the Lord created the heavens and the earth, and rested 
onthe 8eventh from 'all the works which he had made.” 
And as he created the heavens and the earth, not for the 
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"That the” Sabbath was appointed at the time just stated, is 
moreover sustained by the fact, that the division of time into _ 


ory of antiquity proved -true, that the earth is an extended 
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Jews only, but for all nations, so the example of his resting 
and sanctifying the. seventh- day, must- also- have been de- 
signed for all. Herewe find the original and formal institu- 
tion of the Sabbath, In Exod, 20: 8-11, it is evidently 
spoken of as already existing and known. The language, 
« Remember the Sabbath day,” etc., implies a previous 
acquaintance with it. 'The same is true of Exod. 16. More. 
over, the declaration of the Saviour, that the Sabbath was 
made for man, forbids the idea of its restriction to the Israel- 
ites alone, and implies that it was intended for all mankind, 
and therefore appropriately instituted at that early day. 


weeks was found among the most ancient. nations, as far” | 
back as history and tradition extend. .It was found among 
the Egyptians, Assyrians, Phcenicians, Ancient Chinese, 


Andians, Arabians, and others. No other rational account 


of the general prevalence of the hebdomadal division of time 
in_the earliest ages of antiquity can be given, than that it 
was spread by: tradition from the family of Noah, who had 
derived it from our first parents. -' 

We elaim not that the identical bours must be a 
over the whole earth ; for, unless the night were employed, 
this would be physically impossible, Had: the popular the- 


plain, the same twelve hours might have been observed for 
the active duties of the Sabbath by all men. -But how can 
the inhabitants of a revolving gsphere, illuminated from one 
fixed point, all have their Sabbath day, or any other day, at 

the same time? We need scarcely remind"any of you, 
that if colonies . had 8imultaneously emigrated from Eden, 
and proceeded half round the globe, they would bave been 
involved in midnight, whilst the meridian 8un illumined 


their starting -point: and if they continued their - progress 
till they completed the eircuit, each having Ine" kept 
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the seventh day as Sabbath, they would find themselves 
observing different days. But though the simultaneousness 
of sabbatic observance will be conceded as unnecessary,-it 
is evident, that whilst these divergant -colonies might both 
regularly observe the seventh day, counting from the-time 
they started, yet when they met, as they would be obsery- 
ing different days, they must either have two conflicting 
Sabbaths, or one of them must change its day and adopt 
that of the other. Since the Creator has made it physically 
impossible to observe the same hours, or even, in 8ome cases, 
the same gay ;- does- he not thus evidently teach us, that-it 
was not unalterably the seventh day of the week, but the 
religious observance of the seventh portion of tirne which 
essentially constitutes his Sabbath ; - while, in- the Old 
Testament dispensation, the seventh day was confessedly 
appointed ? During the Mosaic dispensation, the same pro. 
portion -of time was reiterated, with various ceremonial 
injunctions, and the Sabbath, like the rainbow of old, em- 
ployed. as-a type or sign to the Israclites; without altering 
its primitive relation to- other nations. - This* ceremonial 
character and. its appendages, which were peculiar to the 
Mosaic economy, and * were shadows of things to come, of 
which Christ is the body,”” Paul:tells the Colossians (2 :-16) 
were abolished in the New Testament, with the other types 
and shadows of the old ; but the primitive design and obli- 
gation remained to eangnity the seventh portion of time. 
The \inspired apostles, doubtless for wise reasons, selected 
the. day of our Lord's regurrection, the first day of the 
week, for their stated geventh-day religious services, perhaps 
to connect the Saviour's triumph over death and the powers 
of hell, with the perpetual public devotions of Christians, 
and possibly to prevent the ceremonial aspects of the Jewigh 
Sabbath from becoming connected with- that of Christians, 
high ons: Horde dvey hoon. eedenet fade, =P 
8ame day had- been retained. P 
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| That the inspired apostles, and primitive Christians under 
chrir guiſyrio, oloote th first day for their regular weekly 
public -exercises, we think, needs no labored argument. 
_ Luke the evangelist, not only tells us, that the: disciples 
came” together on 'the first day. to break bread, that is, to 
celebrate communion, but he s8ays, on the first day of 
the weeky when they came together for this purpose, Paul 
preached to them ; implying that it was their custom-80 to 
convene. Part also directs the Christians of Corinth and 
Galatia to-hold their- charitable collections on the first, or, 
as St. John calls it, «the Lord's day,” for the obvigus reason, 
that then-they were assembled;- 1 Cor. 16: 1, 2. Indeed, 
the resurrection of Christ was. 8 decidedly the -eulmi- 


nating and crowning. scene in the work of redemption, 'it *_ 


was 80 obviously the-day of- triumph for Christ, for Chris- 
tianity, and for Cl ins, that the disciples from the begin. 
ning very naturally regarded it as the day most closely CON- 
nected -with- their religion and worship, and observed it 
_ as Such. + And: the divine Saviour himself geems to have 
evinced- his approbation of the practice. - We have no 
account of. his having: met with them after his resurrection 
on the Jewish Sabbath; but-every instance of his appear- 
Wine 1 Ophats nit hnt I wood on the Lord's 
It was on this day that he favored their assembly 
= his presence, and pronounced his benediction, « Peace 
be with you.” | It was on this day that he payed out his 
Spirit upon-them, and bestowed the gift of ; and it 
was on this day, als, that he revealed hitmself and the pro- 
phetic history of his church to St. John at Patmos. Luke 
24: 36. Levit. 23: 15, 16: Acts 2: 1.) FT " 6Y 


regular euoceesion during the first three ain eeaidn 
fromthe testimony of Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, 


Clement of Alexandria, and Cyprian. Eusebius, ofthe 
fourth century, tells us that Christians were 80 well known 
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by the fact of their -observing the Lord's dy, tht the how: 
& GisCi- 


, Dost 


then, when wishing to know whether any person 
ple 6f Christ, decided by his answer to the 
thou 'observe the Lord's day? In the fourth ana—nry;  Con- 
stantine, the first,Christian emperor, enacted ciyil laws, re- 
quiring abotinenos from 8ecular labor on the s day; and 
from that time to the present, similar prohibi more or 
less atriigent;"n are etghodied in the code of every Christian 
nation. 

Nor 4o thess United Sq Gagpegaegthes It is 
true, our national constitution provided"that Congress shall 
not give the preference of legal establisghment to-any-form 
of religion, by which is meant form of Christianity ; for 
. Christianity was at that time legally acknowledged in all 

| the colonies, and in 86veral'of them, one or other Christian 
denomination was established by"law in preference to all 
others. 'But though they made no" formal enactment either 
of Christianity or the Christian Sabbath, by implication they 
acknowledged both. The constitution did not revoke the 
well-known existing acknowledgment of Christianity in the 
State governments, and 'itself provides that Sunday shall not 
be counted in the ten days} Within which bills are ordinarily 
to be-returned by the President. ' And the , 8ame men who 
framed that instrument, also decreed that all the public offices 
of the Legislative, Judicial, and Executive departments of 
government shall be closed on that day. The-government 
also directs all chaplains in the navy to perform 8ervice 
twice on the Lord's day, and eyen'prescribes the infliction 
of pon ea if any members of the crew are guilty of dis- 
duction 8uch occasions. In many States of our 

ere the day of the Lord is grossly desecrated, the 

legal provision is 8atisfactory, if faithfully executed. 1t is 
only the "negative observation of the- Sabbath, abstinence 
from secular labor, that civil government has a right to en. 
force : far be Ty; when our rulers hall venture the 
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dictation of any particular religious exercises ; and should 
the attempt ever be made, we trust there will be patriotisgm 


enough in the land to defeat it. While yet « British colony, 


as early as 1705, the service of civil process was prohibited 
by law, in Pennsylvania ; and about ten years after our inde- 


pendence was achieved, in 1794; a general prohibition of all 
worldly employment on the Lord's day was enacted. 'Sim- 
ilar laws were passed by other State Legislatures at an 
early day. It remains for you, fellow-citizens, to give effi. 
Ccacy to these laws as well by your faithful example, as by 
the infliction of their penalties on transgressors. 

And can it 'be questioned, at this late day, whether this 
recognition of the Christian Sabbath was the dictate of wis. 


'- dom in our fathers? Can it have been the result of weak. 


headed superstition; or rather, was it not the product of 
matured civil wisdomy and enlightened political philosophy ? 
Do' we not” recognize in-it the action of minds capable of 
rising above the clouds of prejudice and scnse, and enjoying 
a pure and just perception of the highest interests of human. 
ity, not only-present, but prospective, and eternal ? 

To decide this question, let us inquire what are the in- 
fluences of the Sabbath on all the cardinal interests of man, 
in his physica], intellectual, and moral nature. What are 
called our physical wants and comforts, constitute by far the 
larger portion of the necessities and happiness of the mass 


_ of the community. Whether the observance of the Sab. 


bath tends to relieve the one and gecure the other, therefore, 
presents itself as a most pertinent inquiry to __ friend 
of his country and humanity. 

- This is not simply a theological or political x 
a vital topic of pergonal and individual economy. \Physicians 
of great eminence and number have attested that the neces- 
sity of a Sabbath is a law of our physical nature, written by 
the finger of God on our mental and bodily constitution. 
The Sabbath is emphatically the poor man's boon : it relieves 
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the laborer from worldly toil, from corroding cares of busi. 
ness, and from incessant physical efforts; thus promoting 
health of body, and vigor of mind. "Experience has. 4." 
proved the universal necesity of something like a 

adal recess for permanent health and vigor; hind Sekinnd 
the claims of the seventh day of rest to be founded-in nature 
as well as revelation. The bow, never unstrung, loses its 
elasticity. Labor unremitted consumes the vital powers of 
body and mind, If, therefore, man has no right to commit 
8uicide, he is not authorized to labor on the Sabbath, for by 
80 doing he must abridge his life. - God, who knows what is 
in man, compels us to. daily intermissions of labor, by the 
alternation of Uay and night. But this being insufficient, he 
has also appointed one day of rest in 8even, by which the 
recuperative powers of the system are preserved, and life 
prolonged. 

Dr. Harrison 8ays, © Incessant toil wears out the energies 
of man's limited strength.”” All experience is expressive of 
this universal proposition, that a longer life and' a greater 
degree-of health are the sure results of a careful regard to 
the commandment, 4 Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it 
holy.” Dr. Mussey, of Ohio Medical College, a close and 
enlightened observer of nature, affirms, © There cannot be 
a reasonable doubt, that- under the due observance of the 
Sabbath, life would, on the average, be prolonged more than 
one-seventh of 'its whole period.” Dr. Farre, in his testi. 
mony before the Committee 'of the British House of Com- 
mons, maintains these two positions: 1.' * That men who 
labor but six-days in a week, will be more healthy and live 
longer, than"those who labor $even ; 'and 2. 'That they will 
do more work, and do-it in a better manner.” - And the 
distinguished Dr. Warren, of Boston, confessedly standing 
in the foremost ranks of his: profession, says, © 1 concur en- 
tirely in the opinion expressed by-Dr. Farre, whom I know 
to be a-physician of the highest respectability.” ' Scores 
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of6ther-piyeivias'of tho firabrank-in our country ahd-fn 


Ay es cbs $9-Huapappoſiiiem? 
| +- Thus it-is_ evident, that the religion of this Sabbath 


cocures the temporal as well as the spiritual- interests of 


man, by reinvigorating his physical energies. - \ But it als 
advances the '8ame object by increased moral impulse. 


With motives drawn from eternity, it enforces those habits 
of integrity, industry, frugality, and forethought, in *pro- 
viding for them that are of our own household,” which 
naturally gecure the comfort of families and the prosperity 
of nations. Does the amount of our profits depend on the 
labor performed by us and those in our employment ? It is 
the observance of the Sabbath which enables us to accom- 
plish more than its 'neglect. Does the ' 8uccess of our 
business depend on the honesty and trustworthiness of those 
to whom portions of it must be confided ? What.can better 
promote this object than the ordinances of the Sabbath, by 
which-they and all their doings through the week are 
slatedly- brought under the all-seeing eye of Jehovah, and 
fidelity is impressed on them by the anticipated retributions 
of eternity f How many thousands of dollars are lost by 
employers, in little petty 8ums, purloined by laborers and 
clerks, who would never allow themselves s8uch liberties, if 
their consciences were quickened by the stated ministrations 
of the Sabbath !'' And how many thousands of cases of gross 
dishonesty, of larceny, and even robbery, may be traced to 
the neglect of the restraining influence of the. Sabbath ! 
This 8acred institution has therefore a just and urgent claim 
any Rohn aegHlocoes, 220 Sug 12: rat7e 
their hearty and efficient support. 

But man is an intellectual as well as a physical being ; 
he partakes of the nature of angels as well as of the lower 
animals, and it becomes us as philanthropists and as Chris- 
tians to inquire, how this second department of our interests 
is affected by the Sabbath. So intimate is the connection 


between cout and body, s0 various and constant the reciprs- 
cal influence of the one upon” the- other, as to haveled Dr. 
Rugsh to maintain, that for all the purposes of medical prac- 
tice, they may be. treated as-one. Without admitting the 
philosophical absurdity, which - he does i not / affirm, that 
matter and mind, that flesh -and thoughts are-the 8ame, the 
intimacy of their connection, the strength of their &ympa- 
thies, and the constancy of their reciprocal influence, are 
matters of -daily observation, Does not that which fatigues 
the body, also disqualify the mind for action ? And is not 
occagional stated rest as much a matter of constitutional 
necessity, as deeply engraven as a law of nature and of 
God on the structure of the mind as of the body ? All the 
testimony we have adduced for-the necessity and advantage 
of bodily rest, is equally applicable to the mind. Indeed, 
if there is any difference, the necessity for occasional mental 
relaxation is greater. - 'The neglect of Sabbath rest, not only 
impairs the efficiency of those who are guilty of violence to 
this law of their nature, but has often unhinged the most 
powerful intellects, and prematurely extinguished the most 
brilliant lights of literature and science.” Among the for. 
mer we may mentjon, as a melancholy example, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh. of England ; and of the latter, if we are rightly 
informed, a late eminent jurist -of Pennsylvania, whose 
lifestrings seem to have been snapped by over-tension, un- 


relieved by Sabbath intermissions. Do -not 8uch golemn 


cages present a powerful appeal to the sons of genius, in the 
different professions ? If they neither fear God nor regard 
man, yet for their own sakes ought they not to regard this 
divine institution ? Nor are these cages rare. © The ner- 


vous system- especially, requires rest. © The 8acred quiet- 


ness.of the | Sabbath,” says Dr. Harrison, * takes off from 
the brain that excessive fulness of blood, which the mental 
and: bodily exercise of six days is calculated to produce.” 
* And the working of the mind,” says Dr. Farre, * in one 
VOL. XII. | 
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continued train of thought, is destructive of life in the moet 
distinguished class of society, and senators themselves need 
reform in this particular, - I have observed nnyof a 
deatroyed by neglecting this economy in lifs,” » + 

+ But the. whole of tnan is not dizcueeed, wher: his /phyical 
and intellectual nature: has been viewed, 'The highest, the 
noblest, the moral powers yet remain : those which, rightly 
improved, make the good man kin to angels; those which give 
proper direction to all- his energies on earth, and qualify him 
for taking his place in the ranks of the ministering spirits in 
heaven. It is these powers that the Sabbath is especially 
calculated to cultivate. These it elevates and links in-sym- 
pathy to the throne of God, and by thus bringing our whole 
life into near relation with eternity and heaven, diffuses the 
fragrance of the better world over the occupations and en- 
joyments of this. 'The faithful consecration of the Sabbath 
gives & higher direction to the efforts of the individual ; it 
purifies and elevates the intercourse and enjoyments of the 
domestic and- 8ocial circles; it is .a balance-wheel to the 
nation amid the heavings and: commotions of the political 
elements ; it promixes to bind nations together in the -bond of 
one united brotherhood; and it conducts the Church universal, 
as the light of the world, through the wilderness of life, to 
that eternal Sabbath in heaven, of which it is on earth the 
delightful emblem. Let —_——_ these influences a 
bittls more in detail. | 

" Must we not all octicnds,that rind; us an individual, has 
various: adverse influences to contend with ?* Do not- his 
passions naturally tend to earth ? - ls he: not in danger, in 
the pursuit of earthly enjoyments and possessions, to forget 
his eternal destiny ? Amid the fascinations of pleasure, the 
delusions and infatuation of wealth and honor and power, is 
anti Regeragariing Trintes ante dial efgurand 
and ealutary 46 hits must be the influence of tho Sabbath, 


which, by statedly interrupting his career, and inviting bir 
to the house of God, teaches him the guilt and danger of his 
error, shows him the proper. use of every earthly good, and 
points him to that hereafter where he must render an ac- 
count, not only of all the earthly advantages he possessed, 
but also of the manner in which he acquired them! 

How many individuals, through neglect of Sabbath 
ordinances, have had the sense of moral obligation effaced 
from their minds, and, in an-hour of temptation, have fallen 
into dishonesty or other crime, involving themselves and 
their family in ruin and disgrace! In how many Sabbath- 
breaking families are there discord and envyings and jeal- 
ousy, Which the ordinances of God's. holy day would allay ! 
What can be better calculated to commend to husband and 
wife mutual forbearance and affection, to teach children to 
love and obey their parents, to cultivate mutual affection for 
each other, and thus-to-make the family on: earth, in some 
humble measure, resemble the family in heaven ? May not 
many unhappy families here see the cause of their mis- 
fortunes? Need parents wonder at the disobedience, -or 
dishonesty or dissipation of their children, if they have with. 
held from them the restraining, purifying influence ' of 
Sabbath ordinances, if they have taught them by their own 
example, that the doctrines and duties inculcated by religion 
are of no importance ? 

What better corrective can be applied to the chgdieca 
of envy, jealousy, and strife in 8ocial circles, than to have 
their members statedly convened in the house of God, and 
to 8it under the purifying, harmonizing, elevating influence 
of the Gospel ? | There. the rich and the poor are brought 
together, where the distinctions of riches-are forgotten. 
There all are. taught humility in the presence of Jehovah, 
whilst the infinite sublimity and elevation of the Creator 
over. his: creatures, throws into the shade the little hair. 
breadth differences between the creatures themselves. There 
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rulers ars taught to feel on an equality with those they gov 
ern, to feel that they have a ruler over them, to whom they 
nada; oenngs he Hae qube ind eibeletan ta 


Fwy rr are identical with those of religion 
itself, and of the church of God. Well did the French infi- 
dels understand this connection, when, during their reign of 
terror, they abolished the Sabbath, and substituted the tenth 
day for a time of'rest, as the surest method of obliterating 
Christianity itself from the minds of men. 
Far be it from us to stigmatize as infidels all who differ 
Fs» ORs of the Sabbath ; yet it cannot 
at in/os ſation they; promots its devngration, 
 aawot he Oaks 
tian church, and sacrifice the highest interests of our race. 
Is it not mainly by the exercises of the Sabbath, that sinners 
are converted from the paths of error and added to the peo- 
ple of God ? That members-of the church are instructed 
in their duties and quickened in their discharge ? That 
they-are taught to feel their high and holy calling to be the 
salt of the earth and the lights of the world 2+ In short, is 
it not- by the stated ordinances of the Lord's day, that the 
Christian church publishes and extends those:high and holy 
principles of moral -purity, benevolence and charity, of good 
will towards men and glory to God in the highest, by which 
the family of man are to be united in one universal brother... 
hood ; by which all violence and oppression, and Wars and - 
tamcie of wara.ard eventually to be lunidind Goldihs.canh, 
and this world of sin and misery to be brought under the 
benign and- happy reign of the Prince of Peace ? Surely, 
See bigs Loren Pei gens 
proper consecration of the Sabbath, nor can he'be | 
». — RY friend,” who allows hin direc 
tly to-lend his aid to bring into disrepute'that or 
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- If these views 'be correct, fellow-citizens, how-greatly 
is it to be deplored, that 80 many in our land yet act in vio- 
lation of them! Of the openly vicious, who spend the day 
in rioting and drunkenness, we 'do/niot now speak. They 
can be effectually restrained only by the arm of the law. 
But how many, who are otherwiss moral men and good eiti- 
zens, desecrate this holy day? How 1 many merchants travel 
to or from the marts of business! How many farmers on 
the highways deny to themselves and their teams that rest 
which God designed for them, and which they have no right 
to withhold from "the irrational animals that toil-for- their 
benefit! --And are there not great men who have ent thei 
influence to Sabbath deseeration? Do'not some dignified 
judges. employ the Sabbath in reaching their place of busi- 
ness, thus lending their potential example to- promote that 
immorality which they are wont officially to deplore?. Yea, 
are there not sorme professed \disciples of him'who was the 
Lord. of the Sabbath, who allow themselves, for other than 
works of necessity and mercy, to invade the sacred-hours ' 
of that holy day ? | We implore- all of every class who'feel 
guilty, to reflect upon the influence of their example. If it 
is allowable for you to disregard this holy day, why is it not 
equally 80 forall others? And what would" thus become 
of the Lord's day, of the order of society, of the-stability of 
our'eivil institutions, of the church of God, of the best inter- 

of 'our race ? The conservatory influence. by which 
Sabbath can'be rescued from continued desecrs.- 

tion, cannot be expected to emanate from the' unprincipled 
and irreligious. It is therefore to those otherwise virtuous; 
to the disciples of Christ, and especially to tministers of "ths 
Gospel, that we make our appeal. "Wo begeech you-to units 


ular labor on the Sabbath, and to extend and doopen the 


popular 6onviction of the importance, benevolence, 
utary tendenoy of th proper obsorvance of that day-of root: 
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ten had been habitual violators of the Lord's day and neg- 
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. Egpecially, also, should you exert your influence to res- 


ah eb throughout our land. from being per- 
verted to Sabbath desecration.- Is it not a melancholy fact, 


that the spirit of moral anarchy which is abroad in the world, 
has seized the grandest inventions of the age, and mads the 
discoveries of 8cience tributary to the cause of iniquity in- 
stead- of holiness, of Satan instead of God ; . and instead of 
erecting them into pillars'to 8upport the fair temple of our 
liberties, has converted them. into battering rams to shatter 
its walls? Yes, is it not true, that our public works are vast 
engines of Sabbath desecration ? Are not our railroads and 
canals, with few praiseworthy exceptions, 80 many great 
channels through which a regular stream of Sabbath dese- 
cration, week after week, flows throughout the length and 


breadth of our land? This need not; and ought not to be 


80. ' The laws of many States neither require nor justify 
it; and all friends of our country should unite in respectful 
but- urgent appeals to canal -commigsioners and railroad 
companies for speedy reform. If further legislative action 
is deemed requisite, all true patriots and Christians should 
PRLy cobperate in obtaining it. We. 

Amongnt thei moet; fruitful =ources of crime. in our coun: 
try is. Sabbath dececration.. : Of one hundred men admitted 
to the Massachusetts state prison- in one year, nine out of 


lecters of public worship; and the keeper affirms that hun. 
dreds of convicts have: lamented their desecration of the 
Sabbath, as the first and fatal step in their downward prog- 
ress to. ruin. - Self-interest, therefore, as well as patriotism, 
phintbrogyy {nd religion, call on us to be: active in remov- 


4 


not only MP6s righwof God to/owe adoration, love; 
and obedience, but also. to.-promote the security and happi- 
I 7 AY ET Ns Ts Ty ec 
animals in our employment ; which, if permitted to rest ons 
day in 8even, will do more work in the remaining six, will 
live longer and enjoy better-health. | 

Nor are we without encouragement in this enterprise. 
The God of the Sabbath has smiled on the efforts of his chil- 
dren. - Great progress has been made in waking up publis 
attention. Numerous conyentions have been held in differ. 
ent parts of the country, and the first intellects of the na- 
tion have brought the tribute of their influence and prayers. 
Sabbath mails have been stopped on about -100,000 miles 
of road, and thus thousands of persons previously employed 
on the Lord's day have been restored to its rest and privi- 
leges. Sabbath-breaking, by travelling and other secular 
pursuits, is becoming more disreputable. Steam-boats, canal 
boats, and stages have been Giscontinued on 8ome routes ; 
and there is every reason- to believe, that if the wise and 
good and patriotic of our land persevere, and especialy, if 
ministers of the Gospel generally bring the influence of the 
pulpit to bear on this subject, the day is not far distant when, 
by the blessing of the God. of. the-Sabbath, the-greater part 
of our nation will be at "au externally a Gabtech robping 
people. 

But let us remember at every 8tep of our progress, that 
abstinence from secular employment does not constitute the 
whole of Sabbath consecration, though it is all that the arm 
of civil power can or ought to enforce. Let us'at the game 
time, by the light of our example-and by the kindly influ- 


ences of moral 8uasion, invite our fellow-citizens to the 
higher, the-spiritual consecration of the day of God. Evspe- 
cially, let the attractive influences of | pulpit 


exert their power. and .carry. on the: blessed work, by dif. 
fusing intelligence, by inoulcating correct principles pv tt, 
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through the aid of the Spirit, by cherishing that love to God 
and love to man which. constitute- the best worship of the 


Creator, Thus combining external with internal congeora- 
tion, we shall yield acceptable obedience to the command 
of Jehovah, to remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy ; 
individual and domestic happiness will be diffased through. 
out _ our þborders,. the pillars of our government: will be 
strengthened, the Church of God in all her branches 
will progper, and our nation enjoy the blessedness of that 
people whose God is the Lord ! COELD, 


Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, we love, 2 


But there's a nobler rest above: 
To that our longing souls aspire, 
With ardent love and strong desire. 


No more fatigue, no more distress 
Nor sin, nor death, hall reach the place ; 
No groans 8hall mingle with the songs 


No rude alarms of raging foes; 

No. exzes fo/brealk the Jong reporo 3 
No midnight shade, no clouded un, 
O long-expected day, begin ! 
——_ PetaSrinds and rest in God. 
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TRUE CONVERSION. 
A DIALOGUE ; 
BETWEEN HOPEFUL AND- CHRISTIAN. 


FROM BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 


CursTIAN, How came you. to think; at first of doing 
what you do now ? | : 
Som... foal manchig Lens Ado Poa 
after the good of my goul ? | 

Cur. Yes, that is my meaning. 

Hoes. I continued a great while in. the delight of thoge 
things which were seen and 8old at our fair ; things which 
I believe now would have, had I continued in them «till, 
drowned me in perdition and destruction. 

Cur. What things were they ? 

Hoes. All the treasures and riches of the world. Als 
I delighted much in rioting, revelling, drinking, swearing, 
lying, uncleanness, Sabbath-breaking, and what not, that 
tended to destroy the 8oul. But I found at last, by hearing 
and considering of things that are divine, which, indeed, I 
heard of you, as also of beloved Faithful that was put to 
death for his faith and good living" in Vanity Fair, that the 
end of these things is death, Rom. 6: 21-23 ;. and that.for 
these things' OT OC 
Iren of disobedience. Eph. 5 : 6. 

Car. And did you pregently fall 


this conviction ? 
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